GRAPHIC STORY
OF VERA CRUZ

Capture of Mexican City After
Two Days’ Fight Presents
Vivid Picture.

v
VALOR OF OUR BLUEJACKETS

L
Warships Sheiled Bulldings In Which
Mexican "Snipers” Had Taken Ref-
uge—Natives Surprised at Cour-
tesy of American Troops.

Vera Cruz, Mexico, April 24—
Mwelve Americans were killed and
thtrty wounded before the clty of
WVera Cruz came into the undisputed
poesassion of the American Invading
forces after a two-day fight. Although
the Mexicans suffered more severely,
the number of thelr casualties has not
been ascertained. The best estimates
obtalned by Capt. Willlam R. Rush
of the battleship Florida Indicated
that in the engagements of Tuesday
and Wednesday their dead numbered
sbout one hundred and fifty.
Bon knows how many Mexicans fell
wounded, as many of them were taken
away and hidden by friends,

In the streets about the plaza
Wednesday afternoon lay fifteen or
twenty bodies, a mujority of them at-
tised in citizen's clothing Seome of
the men evident!y had been dead since
the engagement Tuesday
tropleal heat made thelr fmmediate
dlsposal imperative. One of the first
orders given after the town had been
captured was fo bury the Mexican
dead in a trench at the sea end of
one of the streets leading from the
plaza.

Scores Are Taken Prisoners.

When the city was taken the order |

was given to advance carefully and
search every bullding for men bearing
arms. Scores of prisoners were taken,
the majority of them protestinig vol
ubly—many hystericaily-—that they
weré not guilty of any unfriendliness
toward the Americans Accustomed
as the Mexicans are to seelng their
own contending forces shoot {mme
distelv all prisoners taken, the cap
tured men could not but belleve that
they would receive no drastic
treatment at the hands of the Amer!
cane. The guns found !n lhouses were
thrown b and blue
fackets from the upper baleonies to
the pavement below

The most spirited action was the
taking of the nuval academy Aside
from that fleht, no definlte, organized
opposition rncountered by the
Americans, A hot fire was poured
from the naval college, but a few
well directed shote from the cruisers
Chester, 8an Francisco and Frairie
tor¢ gaping holes in the gtone wolls
and sllenced the rifle fire of the Mex!-
cans insite. The bluefackets then
were unn?‘ﬂl to procesd with the task
they bad in hand

Escape From Fight Cut O#

Despite the shelling it had recelved
Tuesday. & squad of soldlers continued
to give conslderable trouble to the
Americans from the battersd Benito
Juarez tower. After they had been
egilenced and removed from the tower
ft wax discovered that the soldiers
had continued fighting for lack of
ability to do anything else. The ghelis
from the warships Tuesday had torm
away the stalrway in the tower and
the men had been compelled to remain
In it

Appeal From Aged Mexican.

Colneldent with the orders for the
general advance of the Americans an
aged, whitehaired Mexlean, carrying
the white flag of truce, came down &
street from the center of the elty
He earried a letter to the chief of po
lice, the only authority he hoped to
reach, and desired Consul Granada to
fead it. It was an urgent appeal fo
the chief of police to call off the
snipers and prevent the bombardment
he believed would follow tf they econ
tinned their exacution

Even before the imessenger had
climbed the stuirs Into the consul's
office Capt. Rush was informed of the
contents of the note he bhore and im
medlatelr sounded “cease firing” and
"halt™ DPut it was too late The
action bad been beguo all along the
Hne and it was not considered
to attempt further measures to stop
it. The commanders ordered thelr
men ferward at double guick, which
they carried out with a vizor that
afterward gave them the ety

Evidences of War,

Blood-hespattered sidewalks, broken
windows and bullet-scarred walle gave
the placa a grewsome aspect. Within
the Milgencin hote] there were forty
Americans, most of thern women who
tad been thers since the commence-
ment of hostilities
was taken they were Immediately no-
Ufled that ther might go on the Span
Isth cruiser Carlos V
breakwater In order to glve the Pralrie
room to fire her guns
commander refused, saylug
dared not maneuver his
small a space at night He also de-
elared that he needed to take on a
supply of fresh water. Admiral
Fletcher inslslad wvestesdasr that his
order be carried out, and the Carlos
V. moved outside just before the at-
track on the center of the eity began.

At 1048 Wedpesday momming the
Americans were in undisputed pos-
soesion of all the cfty except the
southwest quarter, In which the bar
racke are situated, and a few outlying
dlistricts. Al noon they had taken
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the barracks. When the city prisen,
which fwces the maln plasa, was cap-
tured, Lisutenant-Commander Buchan-
an of the Florida made an inspection
tour through it. There was great sur-
prise among the Mexicans who had
gathered there that the prisoners
were not released. They had beea
accustomed to seeing the victor al
ways releasg prisoners and then im-
press them all Into his army.
Chlef of Police Captured,

Chief of Pollce Antonio Villa Vin-
cenclo was taken prisoner by the
Americans shortly after they had oo
cupled the main plaza of the city. It
was suggested to him that he con-
tinue in his officlal capacity to direct
the city's protective system. He took
the question under advisement. Had
the frightened mayor made up his
mind to aecede to Admiral Fletcher's
suggestion, which was made through
Consul Canada, the Mexicans might
have been spared the humiliation of
being forced from thelr positions and
undoubtedly a number of lives would
not have been sacrificed.

When Admiral Fletcher directed
that battallons of bluejackets and ma
rines be landed from Rear Admiral
Hadger's ships before dawn and be
drawn up in the plaza before the rall-
road station, themce to proceed to
take the entire town, he acted only
after warning and after 15 ebhells
from the Pralrie’s threelnch guus had
been thrown into the steel framework
of the new market, which faces Mar
ket place
fire came from rifles in the market
during all the early hours of the morn-
ing, and Admiral Badger's men land-
ed tw the accompaniment of rifle bul
lets over their heads.

Uniforms Dyed With Ruet,

When the rush started Admiral Bad-
ger's bluejackets, ¢lad in orange col-
ored clothing, made for them on the
trip down by dyeing white uniforms
with iron rust, meved !z close column
formation up the water front, past
the market and across the froat of the

. nuval college, a long, three story struc-

ture bullt of adobe and having & tile
roef. The column moved steadily for-
ward until the first compauy had
passed bevond the college and the re
malnder were covering the whaole froot
close ugalnst the wall

Suddenly a spatter of rifie firing
broke out. Flashes from the rifles
were plainly visible In the upper win-
down of the college and along the
roofs. The jackies stood their ground
pluckily Soeme of them huddled close
to the wall to avold the rain of steel
Jucketed bullets from above, while oth-
ers dashed acroes a small open space
directly in froot of the bullding. These
bluejackets dropped on their stomachs
and lifted their rifles high to get a
range on the windows above, Fipally
the American officers hustled their
men elther forward or backward un-
ti! they were io the shelter of nearby
buildings

Men In Front Undaunted,

The jackies in front held thelr
places, however, and the Prairie sent
shell after shell from her three-inch
battery inte the windows of the col
lege, huge columns of red dust leaped
upwerd as cach shot wead home. The
Chegter also jolnped in, and with a
roar bher six-lnch shells tore great gaps
in the roof of the college. Far to the
right of ibe harbor the mine shlp San
"rancisco opeped with her five-lnch
gune, and, taking the front of the col
lege, shot out window after window,
planting the ghells with the precision
of target practise

After 15 minutes of firing the Pral
rie and the San Fraocisco ceased and
the column of jackies formed again
and pushed ahead, deploying around
the front of the college. A few shots
were directed at them, but none came
from the collége The Chester contin-
ned hurling ehells into any building in
which enipers lurked and also far out
into the suburbs

The jackies went ahead without fal-
tering, spreading out throughfthe wa
terfront sections, seizing the high-
est hulidings and organizing squads of
guards at street intersections.

The fire along the front gradually
slackened and then died out, but the
("hester sent a few ghots into the
hills before ceasing. The Hancock,

" with 700 marines on board and the

battieship Michigan arrived too late
to participate in the fighting,

Wounded and prisoners.were taken
aboard the Prairle until the arrival of
the Solace, about noon.

Vera Cruz Thoroughly Cowed.

Conditlons In Vera Cruz began to
takke on a normal aspect Thursday.
Some of the restaurants were opened
and n considerable part of the native
population bezan to appear in the
streets Inepecting the damage done
There were no expressions of good
will for the Americans, but there was
no apparent antagonism. The Mexi-
cans here geem thoroughly cowed and

| appear to accept with passiveness the

presence of the foreign forees

SENATORS OFFER TO ENLIST

Fall, New Mexico, and Sheppard,
Texas, Tender Services

Washington. —Senators Fall of New

Meileo and Sheppard of Texas have

written the president offering their
services in (he operations agalnet
Mexico. Senator Weeks of Massachu-
getts ulready had volunteered.

Senator Fall wrote that he was
ready to resign from the senste and
go to the fromi,

Sonator Willinme of Mississippl, who

made n speech In the senate Tuesday |

opposing war with Mexico, hnd writ-

ten to the president asking that hlll,

son, Robert Webb Willlams, be ap-
pointed a second licutsnant In the
volunteer service.

All offers have been sent to the war

department.
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MAP OF MEXICO SHOWING PORTS BLOCKADED BY U. S. NAVY
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MEDIATIO

FFER; WILSON IS GRATIFIED

Washineton —Huerta has consented
to mediate the crisis with the United
Btates povernment giatement
was made at the Spanish embassy,
which has hun"#---‘.c:.-md by Huerta
o represent at Washingion

Senor Rlawo. Spanizsh ambassador.
Bays that his advices were not official,
but that he had received word from
the City of Mexico that Muerta bad
conserited

It is expected the offictal communi
ecation from will be received
at the Spanish embassy to be deliver-
ed to the dinlomatic representatives
in Washingtou of Argentina, Chile
aud Brazi]

This means thut all hostilities be
U'nited Stategs and Huerta
will eense, at least pending the media-
tion procecdings

S0 far as can be learned, no word
| bas yet been recelved from Carranza.
but there 8 no doubt 1 Washington
that he will be forced through
public sentiment in Mexico, to beeome
A party to the mediation

If Huerta finally scceplz the condi
tiong imposed by President Wileon
and congents to his eliminatior
and the estabiishment of a constitu
tional government, he will be revers
ig himseil on his jprevious defan:
etand toward these demands. On sev
eral occasjons he has flatly refused
to couglder any such proposals

In the present emergency, however
Huerta will find himsell under tre
mendous only from the
European powers. but from practically
all of the Latin-American countries

Administration Officials Gratified

Tha interests of the Huerta govern
ment In the 'nlted States were takon
cover by the Spanish
Charge Algara asked for hls passport
nnd jeft Washington for Canada

Ambassador Hiano received the of
for of wood from the thres
peace envoys after the offer had Leon
accepied on the part of the Unind
States by Presdent Wilson. Nt
cabiled at once to the Spanish minis
&1 Mexico City and by him present
to President Huerta

When the formal acceptauce foru
Mexico Uity s in band the =
American diplomats will be read:
procesd with their plan, no intimat
of which as yet |

This

Huerma

now

own

pressiure. oot

embassy when

offices

of the 1ture
been given

It has genernlly  unders
bere, however, that tha peace «m
expect to dead directly with the
created by the
the United States government aga)
the Tampico incident and other
fonses against s honor and dign
hoping 1o briog about a peaceful s
tiement

Administration officlals  here
peared to be much gratified an
prospect of having the proposals
the Preat South Ameriean repnt
Hstened 1o by Gen Huerta. Until o
nature of their plan is known no of
ficer of the administration will hu.e
comment to make,

Hope for peace, yet no slackening
In preparations lor war, was the spizit
of the day's developments in the Mux.
ican corisie.

Fresident Wilson, hopeful though
not confident that war may be avert
#d throogh the eNorts of Argentina
Bruzil and Chlle, conferred with See.

been

atlon resentmoent

| retary Garrison, approving orders for

the Joint jurisdlietion of the army and
t navy over Vera Cruz and viciny
when Brig. Gen, Funston, who will be
| In command there, and his troops ur
rive to re-enforce Admiral Fletcher's
forces of marines and bluejeckets
Tension over the ooé phase of the
#i*uation which may st any moment
upset peace plans—was partly res
lleved by an announcement of Secre
tary Bryan that, through the British
embossy here, the Huerta officials and
Admiral Fleteber had arranged for the
ealo departury of Americans from the

free exodus
Mesicans from Vera Cruz

valean capital and the

WILSON ACCEPTS PEACE PLAN
OF SOUTH AMERICAN ENVOYS.
Vashington —Pan diple-

+ e ils 1o solve
eful yego-
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Meéxican crisis by pead
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\mierieans might apsat hog [ im- |
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e Hraziliar
Areontine and Chilean mipisters upo
that the! et
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he United States, couferred 1t dis
cuss what thelr next step o the we |
diation
| The text of
| Braztlian
tere from Argenting and Chilk

reply of the
transmitted by

person o the

ambussudor and the

slviug r off

information

would be
the offer made by the
atibassador and he minls
And the
Ameérichn government
Secretary Brvan |
three diplomats. Is as
Hows !
Wilson's Reply te Ofer |
"The povernment of the Uniled
States is deeply sensible of the 'rend
line=s, the xood feeling, and the gen
yirors concern for the and wel
| fure of America wanifested n the
joint Just  recelved from your
excellency tendering the good offices
Lol Your government of the present dit
ficulty between the guvernment of the
Utilted States and
claim 10 represent our sister Republic
of Mexico. Consclous of the purpose
with which the proffer |8 made, this
guvernment libwrty
to decline (it
“Its own
peace of

Perace

it e

thowe who now

does not fee] at

chief Interest (s In the
America, the cordial Inter
course of her republic and thelr peos
ple, and the happiness and prosperity
which can spring out of frank mutyal
understandings, and the friendship
which Is ervated by common purposes
The offter of your
ments s therefore accepted
This goverument hopes most earn
fstiy that you may find
peak for the secoral elemente of the
Mexican peopdh willing and ready 1o
discuss terms of ratisfactory
therefors, permanent settlement
| Conditions Attached to Acceptance.
LI you find theny willing, thie gov.
ernment whil be glad to take up with
'you for frunkest and
:I!‘In-tt contilintosy wpirit any proposuls
| that may be authoritatively formua. !
lated, and wijl that they may
prove feasible and prophetic of a uew
day of matual co-operation and con
fidence in America
“This government feels bound in
candor 1o say that its diplomatie re
Hnlh.m!- with Mexleo belug for the
|present severad, it s not at all poasi
| ble for it to make sure of an uninter-
'rapted opportunity to carry outl the
Iplan-of intermediation which you pro
Ipmr. It is, of course, possible that
1somr act of aggremsion on the part
jof thote who control the military
|forces of Mexico might oblige the
iu-lu-d States to act W the upsetting
(of the hopes of lmmediate prace, but
{this does not justify us In hesitating

B¥nvrous governt

those who

and

liscussion in the

hope

our anxiety lest most Hlkconsidered
hostile demoustrations should Iater
rupt negotiations and disappoint our
hopas of peace”

Text of the Offer Made,

“Mr. Secretary of State:

“With the purpose of subsbrving
the interest of peace and clvilization
Ia our coutinent, and with the ecarnest’
desire to prevent any further blood-
shed (0 the prefudics of the cordiality |

cAmerican

*and

to mecept your generous suggestlon. '
We shall hopesfor the best resnla!
within & brief time, enough to relleve, New York —Private telegrams re |,." in the cel] of the city jail

and unfon which have a'wayrs sur-
rounded the relations of the govern-
nents and the people of America, we
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e bonor to tender your ea
government our good of-
and friendly
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fromi a tralt while fecing Mexico Uity
tlurued Joose at the
and infurialed
Hueria consented to permit the N
Americans be bad held in the Clty of
Moxico as hostages o depart for Vera
Crue.  Bir Cecil Spring Rice, the Hrit
ish sambassador n Washington, made

rding o
iragged
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mercy of

moba Wenirans

|this possible through the Hritish ein

bassy In Mexico ( ity

Fears are entertained that 50 Awmer
wans, most of them women and chil
dren, refugees from Ague Callentes
have been masacred by Mexican
mobs or saldlers They were drageed
a irsin thelr way to
Vera Cruz, mobs demanded thelr lves
and priests weore sumtnoasd to bear
confessions, when soldiers Intervened
and thrust them prison u the
smelter al Agua Callentes

News of thelr plight was carried to
Vera Cruz by one man who escaped
Mr Cannda. the American
Vera Crug, is dolog his vimost 1o bave
their Uves spared

Britlsh and German wis vesgels
took on board several hundred Anfer.
ican refugess at Tampico and carried
them to Vers Cruz, whenece they will

while vy

irom

o

cousul at

| be trans-shopped to Galveston

The
dreds of reflupees
ton

tender Dixie, laden with bun
arrived at QGalves.
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Montevideo Students Riot
Buenos Ayres —Thefe was another
big mati-American Jdemonstration st
Montevedio. Uruguay, by students and
othors. Twenty of the riotess wers
injured and many others were brulsed
moan attempt o break through the
puard which President Joo Hattley
Ordones had  ordered ar\'nd the
American legation when the rioting

hoegan
PR —

Federals Raid Coahuila Ranch.

Washington —An American who bas
just arrived at Eagle Pass, Tex from
Musquiz, a town in Coabluil, about 26
miles from Engle Pass, reports that
the Mexican federals have taken from
Rosedia ranch 250 horses, 160 mules
and 11000 cattle

New York Receives Confirmation.

ceived here from Vers Crus sald that
that city was stiil completely cut off
from telegraphic communication with
Mexico Clty.
Capture of Monterey. .

Washington.—The federal stroop
hold of Mouterey at Iast has bheen caps
tured by the constitutionallats, accord
ing 1o & report figm the American con
sul pt Neuvo Laredo,

S0LONS AESTLESS
DVER SITUATION

HUERTA'S FAILURE TO DECLARK
WAR PREVENTS US TAKING
AGGRESSIVE STEPS.

—

NACTIVITY IS D:SAPPOINTING

Authorities Are Urged by Leaders ta
Take Definite Stand, but So Far
All Knowledge Ia With.
hald From Public.

—

Washington, D C —Huerta s
preventing the United States from
starting an aggressive campalgn o
| Mexico. Prosident Wilson and all of
| bis advisers were confident that his
{ banding of passports to U'Shaughnes
8y would be tollowed by a formal dec-
laration of war Thie would then have
permitted the United States to have
accepted the defl and rushed its troops
into the Interior from Vern Cruz

Huerta, instead, has contented him
selfl with lesuing proclamations de-
nouncing the United States, calling on
all clasxsen of Mexicans 1o raliy 1o the
support of the government, but not
lssting the document that would mean
a forma] war As a resuit e admin-
fstration bas been unable to take any
steps tovard actual other
than the lawdiug of s wen at Vera
Crus

Fejpriniis

The diplomatie situation over Mex
leo s ubrest i Washington.
Congressonal leaders are Lnportuning
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Says Wilsen Misnfcrmed
Chleago, {1l —Presldent Wihisou Lad
wen Eiven Ihcorreet lnformation e
parding the true sitimthor Menlcn,
acvording o Hiewetl loe, general 20
Beltor of the [Ninols Cenlral rallway,
ih ak address at the annue

dinner of
the FPrivceton club of Chlcago

Army Wireless for Mexico

New York —A  powerfu.  wireiess
plant, said 1o be the largws! ever ooy
structed for use of an army In the
field. is packed and ship.
ment at Nedlos's leland Uirders are
expected from Washington to forward
the outfit to Vera Cros

ey for

Sentenced as Hustand of 2
Quiney, 1l J. Wiliams Telle, a for
mer Quipey resident, wbho  married
Miss Grace Hros iaugtiter of a
wealthy Quiney resldent, hns LYeen sen-
tenced from one o five years o the
state peulteutiary al Soux Falis Toe
Mramy
$1.350,000 Fire in Baltimore
Baltimore, Md —Fire destroyed 1he
blg piants of the Atlant wrtiii
and the Unlicd Stotes Fe
tHlizer company at Cartis Bay, a

!
urb. The joes Is estitmated at §! ‘
U, covered by

colnjany

msura

Eyelide Grafted on O ri
Baltimore, Md —An o that
¥ unigque in th alta ' AR
was performed here ot 'reshvie
rlan Eye, Ear and Throat
whent three pleces of skl were taken
from the arm of Miss lutt Eoe ahd
grafied as lids for her left vye

wspital

Measure to Regulate Dama
Washington—The house  lutersiate
commerce committes reported a gen
eral bill amending the dam laws with
& view lo encouraglog private caplial

for power generation purjposes

Woman in Jail Teies to Choke Self,
|  Quiney, Tl —Despondent because of
'alleged abuse by bher bhusband, Mre
' Mead] Stravioskd Wied to choke her
She-
|mdo & noose of ber underskirt and
Jerked it vight with her knews
Many Americans. Expecled.
Christiana, Norway —Thousands of
American visitors are expecied In
Chritiana this summer 10 witness the
celebration of the centennial of the
independence of Norwar Trom Deas-
mark.

|




